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Brinsley Primary and 

Nursery School 
Moor Road, Brinsley, Nottinghamshire, NG16 5AZ 

Tel: 01773 783898 

www.brinsley.notts.sch.uk/  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

When I wrote the last newsletter, a few short months ago, I genuinely 
did not think I would be writing this one in the circumstances we all find 
ourselves in today. As we approach, the second consecutive week of 
school closure it seems the new ‘normal’ will take some getting used to. 
Having said that I do hope that you are coping well with your own 
‘normal’ and not finding life too difficult. 

In the last 2 weeks while school has been closed to the majority of 
children due to the government’s social distancing measures, it has 
been open to a small group of children with keyworker parents. It has 
also been open to children who are deemed ‘vulnerable’ under the 
government definition. This has meant that effectively school has been 
running with the smallest amount of staff possible to cater for the 
children who have been in school, which has been between 2 and 11 
children on a daily basis. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
parents for realising the importance of social distancing and wherever 
possible keeping their children at home. This has meant we will close 
over Easter (6.4.2020 – 17.4.2020) and the few children who need 
childcare over this period will be attending Jacksdale Primary School. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff at Brinsley 
who have been brilliant over the last month. They have made sure that 
things remained calm, happy and secure for the children. They have 
worked tirelessly to provide work for children at home, while also 
making sure that this has not become yet another stress on top of what 
families are already experiencing.  

I would ask that in the coming weeks and months we continue to work 
together as we have been, and I am sure in doing so we will all emerge 
‘on the other side’ a better, stronger community. 

Kind regards  

Jason Osprey 
 

 

 

  Upcoming Events 

06-17.04.20 School completely 
closed for Easter break 

A message will be sent home for 
childcare for week beginning 20 April 
2020 in the second week of the break. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch this space… 

http://www.brinsley.notts.sch.uk/
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Easter Egg Competition 

It will soon be Easter, so we would like to invite you to join us in an Easter 

Egg Decoration Competition. It is optional and only intended as a bit of 

fun. 

If you would like to take part, decorate and egg, then take a photo and 

post it on your Class Dojo. When teachers return after the Easter break 

(week beginning 20th April) we will judge the best in the class and then the 

best in the school and arrange for a small prize to be collected from the 

school office. 

I am sure you can guess what it will be…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staffing 

It is with great pleasure that I can inform people that Miss Simpson, 
who works as a Teaching Assistant in Year 6 and Year 1, is expecting 
her first child. I can tell you it is due in June and will be a boy. I am 
sure you will join me in wishing Miss Simpson and her new family 
every happiness for this special occasion. 

I am also happy to announce that Mrs. Gemma Bland will be joining 
the Brinsley team from April 20th. She will be teaching in Year 4 with 
Miss Croft who will be teaching Monday – Wednesday, while Mrs 
Bland will teach on Thursday’s and Fridays. 

Finally, I am sure you will join me in welcoming back Miss Johal, who 
has been unwell for an extended period, but is now back and very 
excited to be back with Year 3, even if it is under slightly stranger 
circumstances! 

 

 
Distance learning – Learning at home 

It has been an absolute pleasure looking at all the work, photos and memories that are being shared 

on each year group’s Class Dojo page. Thank you to all the parents and families who have engaged 

and made this process as successful as it has been. 

Over the Easter ‘break’ I have said to teachers that there is no expectation for them to give out any 

new work or check it, similarly please don’t feel you have to do any work with your children over 

Easter if you do not want to.  

When we return in the week beginning 20th April the teachers will have thought about new topics, 

what has worked well and what hasn’t. They will set another few weeks’ worth of work. We are also 

conscious that some people do not have access to computers, printers, etc. so we will make paper 

packs available from the school office.  

Overall, as a school, we are conscious of making sure that the children are prepared as much as 

possible when we return to school.  
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Free School Meals 

If your income is being affected by the current climate, you might now be eligible for free school meals and 

milk for your child.  Please take a look at the criteria below and follow the link to Notts CC website where 

you can register online.  Even if your situation improves over the coming months, your child will be eligible 

for free school meals until at least March 2022. 

Qualifying benefits 

 Free school meals are available to pupils in receipt of, or whose parents are in receipt of, one or 

more of the qualifying benefits: 

 Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 

assessed by earning from up to three of your most recent assessment periods) 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual gross income of no more than £16,190 

 Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after the person stops qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit) 

The information needed to register includes: 

 personal details (including national insurance number and date of birth) for the parent/carer 

 child’s details in full including their date of birth and the school they attend. 

If eligible for free school meals and/or milk, the start date will normally be within two working days of parents 

contacting us and entitlement being verified.  Children attending maintained nurseries will also qualify for a 

free school meal as long as they are receiving funded early years education before and after lunch.  

Children transferring between schools that use Nottinghamshire County Councils eligibility assessment 

service do not need to reapply.  For children attending a school that does not use this service you should 

contact the school directly for information about how to apply for free school meals. 

Changes to free school meal entitlement - universal credit rollout 

If parents are unable to apply online they should contact 

us on 0300 500 80 80 or they can complete an 

application form.  

 

 

 

Please follow this link. 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-milk?fbclid=IwAR0g2nqWsOwmBXH9snrVeKpHaMLQ0OqzXx2-IGz4j2nD0jDqrdWEZDahmP8

